
 
 

 
  

Landscaping is GOOD! 



YOU GUYS ARE COOL! 

Landscaping provides significant 
benefits to Cities and Regions  



Landscapes alter the environment in which we live by 
moderating climate, improving air quality, conserving 

water, and creating wildlife habitat.  



IT’S HOT OUT HERE!!! 



Temperature in the vicinity of trees is cooler than that away from 
trees. The larger the tree, the greater the cooling. By using trees in 

cities, we are able to moderate the heat-island effect caused by 
pavement and buildings in commercial areas. 



 The downward fall of rain, sleet, and hail is initially absorbed or 
deflected by trees, which provides some protection for people, pets, 
and buildings. Landscaping intercepts water, stores some of it, and 

reduces storm runoff and the possibility of flooding. 
 



 
 

 
  

Air quality can be improved through the use of trees, shrubs, and turf. Leaves filter 
the air we breathe by removing dust and other particulates. Rain then washes the 

pollutants to the ground. Leaves absorb carbon dioxide from the air to form 
carbohydrates that are used in the plant’s structure and function. In this process, 

leaves also absorb other air pollutants—such as ozone, carbon monoxide, and sulfur 
dioxide—and give off oxygen. 



Landscapes improve aesthetics and 
quality of life.  They create positive 

impressions  



Landscapes create habitat for 
wildlife 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping is not native to 
Cheyenne” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping is not native to Cheyenne” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping requires 
maintenance” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping requires maintenance” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping won’t survive here” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping won’t survive here” 

 
• Use better construction techniques 
• Use more hardy and native plant materials 
• Incorporate soil improvement methods 
• Utilize good planting methods 
• Provide better maintenance practices 
 
 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping uses too much water” 

“Communities across the country are starting to face challenges in maintaining  
healthy and affordable water supplies; that's why it's more important than ever  
to use our water wisely and not waste it. In addition, it takes large amounts of  
energy to produce and transport clean water and to process waste water.” EPA 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping uses too much water” 

• Encourage the use of native and drought 
tolerant grasses, shrubs and trees. 

• Use less turf type grasses. 
• Use drip irrigation whenever possible. 
• Carefully design and place irrigation 

systems. 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping is too expensive” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping is too expensive” 

REALITY CHECK!  What is the cost of 
landscaping compared to the total cost of 

a development project?  2-3% usually. 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Tree roots cause sewer pipes to 
break and foundations to crack” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Tree roots cause sewer pipes to 
break and foundations to crack” 

• Is this REALLY true? 
• Chose the right species of trees. 
• Respect utility separation distances. 
• Carefully design and place irrigation systems. 
• Don’t place turf grass and associated irrigation systems near 

building foundations. 
 



Anatomy of Tree Roots 



Anatomy of Tree Roots 



Anatomy of Tree Roots 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping is problematic near 
water and sewer lines, gas lines 

and near fire hydrants” 



What’s wrong with landscaping? 

“Landscaping is a problem for water and sewer lines, gas lines and near fire 
hydrants” 

WATER LINE HERE 

EVERGREENS INTENDED 
FOR SCREENING HERE 



LINE ITEM PROPOSAL 



LS-01 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 



LS-02 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 



LS-03 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 



PLANS FOR REVIEW 



Performance Standards 

CITY  - PLANT MATERIAL 

 
“The applicant, landowner or successors in interest shall be responsible 
for the regular and normal maintenance of all landscaping elements in 
good condition as originally approved.” 
 
“Plant material which exhibits evidence of insects, pests, disease 
and/or damage shall be appropriately treated and all dead  plant 
material shall be removed and replaced with living plant material.  
Trees, shrubs and other plant materials (including grasses) which 
expire during the growing season shall be replaced within 30 days. 
Trees, shrubs and other plant materials (including grasses) which 
expire during their dormant season shall be replaced by July 1st of each 
year.” 
  



Performance Standards 

CITY  - Seeded Areas 

 
 
“Seeded landscape areas shall have no bare areas larger than one 
square foot after germination. Ground cover that dies within the 
growing season  must be replaced within 30 days.  Ground cover that 
dies after the growing season shall be replaced by the following June 
1st” 
  



Performance Standards 

SWPPP’s 
No allowance for Certificate of Occupancy prior to “Final Stabilization” 
 
Final Stabilization Means: all soil disturbing activities at the site 
have been completed and a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a 
density of 70% of the typical or native background vegetative cover for 
the area has been established on all unpaved areas and areas not 
covered by permanent structures.  Final stabilization using vegetation 
must be accomplished using plants or seed mixtures of forbs, grasses 
and/or woody vegetation that are adapted to the conditions of the site. 
 
Termination of Permit –  

• Final stabilization has been achieved on all parts of the site. 
• All temporary synthetic and structural erosion and sediment 

controls (e.g. silt fence, temporary rock check dams) have been 
removed. 

 
  



WATER REQUIREMENTS FOR NEWLY PLANTED TREES. 
 

NEW TREES AND SHRUBS PLANTED IN ESTABLISHED 
LANDSCAPES WILL REQUIRE MORE IRRIGATION 

THAN THE SURROUNDING LANDSCAPE. MAKE 
CONSIDERATION FOR INCREASED IRRIGATION FOR 

NEW PLANTS BY INCREASING IRRIGATION TIMES OR 
HAND WATERING!!!! 



INSTALLATION OF SOIL AMENDMENTS 
 



INSTALLATION OF SOIL AMENDMENTS 
 



INSTALLATION OF EDGING 

Rock/Mulch interface, looks more 
natural, no edging is necessary 

Rock/Wood Mulch with edging 
Does not resemble nature, not necessary. 



INSTALLATION OF EDGING 



INSTALLATION OF EDGING 



INSTALLATION OF SPECIMEN BOULDERS 
 

Harvested 
Moss Rock 
Boulders 

 

River 
Boulders 

Local 
Granite 

Boulders NOT Specimen Boulders!!!! 



INSTALLATION OF SPECIMEN BOULDERS 
 



INSTALLATION OF DRY STREAM BEDS 
 

BE ARTISTIC!!! 



INSTALLATION OF DRY STREAM BEDS 
 

Leave this to the engineers, NOT a natural looking river bed…… 



INSTALLATION OF PLANT MATERIAL 
 



INSTALLATION OF ROOT BOUND TREES 
CORRECTION METHODS 

 



INSTALLATION OF ROOT BOUND TREES 
 



INSTALLATION OF ROOT BOUND TREES 
 



INSTALLATION OF LANDSCAPE FABRIC 
 



USING WOOD MULCH 
 



EDWARD SCISSORHANDS ALERT!!!!! 
 



EVIDENCED ALL SUMMER LONG???? 
 



PROPER PRUNING FOR SHRUBS 
 



PROPER PRUNING FOR FORMAL HEDGES 
 



Landscapes alter the environment in which we live by 
moderating climate, improving air quality, conserving 

water, and creating wildlife habitat.  



A thing is right when it tends to preserve 
the integrity, stability, and beauty of the 

biotic community.  
It is wrong when it tends otherwise. 

---- The Land Ethic 
 
 
 
 

SELL IT BY DOING IT RIGHT!!! 

Work with nature and NOT against it. 
 Use less water. 
 Use less chemical fertilizers. (Compost) 
 Use more native plants. 
 Mimic natural systems. 
 Use local materials when possible. 



 
 

Carefully considered, artfully designed and properly constructed 
landscapes, whether they are yours or your competitors,  should 
matter to everyone in the industry.  Overall good results make 
landscaping appear to be a good idea to everyone.  This good 

perception is good for everyone’s bottom line! 
 
  
 

 
 

 
  
 



 
 

 
  
 Questions? 

Comments? 


